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After the special troops of the AVO entercd the monastarics and convents ab
Szentgotthard, Zalaegerszeg, Wagykanizsa, Pées, Daja and Sweped, monks and
nuns were transferred and grouped topether in the central secition of Hungary.
The number of monlks who were evacuated and gathered together increased to 320
by 17 June 1950, and the number of muns to 700,

The police acticn to concenbrate the memovers of religious orders started along
the YTugoslav frontier, and as of the end of June 1950 was spreading to more

s T
northern arcas,

The concentration areas near Kunszentmiklos are at Jasszhereny and Vac. Ilonsignor
fndrédy, Prior of the Cisterclan order, was allowed to visit the internees on

10 June., Ile found them in miscrable condition, as the aunthorities had not
arranged for provisions, and the internecs had to mely on the food vhich the
population ol the ncarby villares gave them.

The mumber of monlis and nmuns interned increased daily. The southvestern region,
and the cntire eastern region, copecially the citvies of Smombathely, Sopron,
Papa, and F8szeg werce under police control.

The bishons decided to nepotiate with the state, A delegation of bishops had

their first conference with the Hudster of Cultwe, Darvas, on 20 Juw, 2

second on 6 July, and a third en 13 July. The bishons wiched to discuss quections
verbtaining to the relirious orders first, but the poreriment avoided this under

the pretext that the unrcst had not yet ferminated and that the political police
had found proof which showed that the rciifious orders were Mcounbter-revolutionary".
NDarvas cited ag examples the Cistorcion convent in Budapest {loransziky ut) vhere

an’ 55 couvse of instruction was ;iven, the discovery of arms in other convents,
ete, Tt was evident that the povermacnt wished to prescnt a fait accompli, and

to carry out negotiations in this light.
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During the nepotiations, interments contimued in Budapesti Jesuites, Prononstrz-

tentians, Sistereians, and 3enedictines wiere deported. The Hunjarisn governe
nent also uscd pressure on the bishops by another means, Towards the end of
June, the Viear General of the Esztergom Dioccse, formerly Cordinal indszenty's
diocese, died, and the eanons wrished to elect Charles Gigler to this position.
The Commnists lecarncd of the intenticons of the electors and CGigler was arrestod
the evening before elections. Several days laler, the canons met to clect the
auxiliary bishop, Zoltan l'eszlenyl, as Vicar Cencral. e, oo, wos arrected
the day after his clection, and is sceretly confined somevhwre. The Communists
wished Nicolas Beresztoczy elected vicar. Ile had been condemncd to a year in
prison but had been frece for the eight months preceding the elections. Since
his liberation, the clergy and the IHungarian bishops have been vory suspicious
of Reresztoczy's attitude, and they ilssued an order stating that contact with
him should be avoided as he probably had made an agreement with the police and
was now working for them.

yishop of Vae, lonsisnoy Jozsef Peterny,
had een arrcsted; hovever, this is uvconfirmed. The police considered hinm

as onc of the nost hostile of the bishops and have placed nany difficulties
in 2is wvay for a long tire. Therefore it is plausible that he has been arrested.
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